Surgical treatment of arrhythmias.
Surgical treatment of arrhythmias is often more expeditious and more cost-effective in the long run than pharmacologic therapy. In the past, surgical treatment of arrhythmias has been reserved for patients with disabling paroxysmal or incessant tachycardia refractory to medical management, severe life-threatening arrhythmia or aborted episodes of sudden death. However, tachyarrhythmias that are refractory to pharmacologic therapy because of drug inefficacy, noncompliance or limiting side effects are not uncommon. Although nonpharmacologic treatment of arrhythmias carries with it a one-time period of higher risk (i.e., when the patient undergoes surgery), it is curative and often preferable to the uncertainty and possibly higher cumulative risk associated with medical management.